
GCM Summer Assignment 2020: English 9 Honors 
 

 SUGGESTED NONFICTION TITLES 

Below is the list of possible titles for the English 9 Honors summer assignment. You will find a variety of writing styles and subject 
matter covered in this list.  You may choose a book not listed here; however, please make sure a parent/guardian approves of your 
choice.  
 

 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You (2020) 
This is NOT a history book. 
This is a book about the here and now. 
A book to help us better understand why we are where we are. 
A book about race. 
The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that separate and silence. A reimagining of Dr. 
Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and inspires 
hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of 
racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited. 
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by beloved award-winner Jason Reynolds, this book shines a light on the 
many insidious forms of racist ideas--and on ways readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their daily lives. 
 
Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance (2016) 
Pioneering psychologist Angela Duckworth shows anyone striving to succeed—be it parents, students, educators, athletes, or business 
people—that the secret to outstanding achievement is not talent but a special blend of passion and persistence she calls “grit.” Drawing 
on her own powerful story as the daughter of a scientist who frequently noted her lack of “genius,” Duckworth, now a celebrated 
researcher and professor, describes her early eye-opening stints in teaching, business consulting, and neuroscience, which led to the 
hypothesis that what really drives success is not “genius” but a unique combination of passion and long-term perseverance. 
 
Girl Rising by Tanya Lee Stone (2017) 
Worldwide, over 62 million girls are not in school. But one girl with courage is a revolution.  
Girl Rising, a global campaign for girls’ education, created a film that chronicled the stories of nine girls in the developing world, allowing 
viewers the opportunity to witness how education can break the cycle of poverty. 
Now, award-winning author Tanya Lee Stone...examines barriers to education in depth...and shows how removing these barriers means 
not only a better life for girls, but safer, healthier, and more prosperous communities.  
With full-color photos from the film, infographics, and a compelling narrative, Girl Rising will inspire readers of all ages to join together in 
a growing movement to help change the world. 
  
The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore (2011) 
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore 
neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, 
then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a 
convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets out to answer this profound question. In 
alternating narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the 
story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world. 
 
Popular: How a Geek in Pearls Discovered the Secret to Confidence by Maya Van Wagenen (2015) 
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren’t paid to be here,” Maya has 
never been popular. But before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following a 
1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. The real-life results are hilarious, painful, and filled with unexpected 
surprises. Told with humor and grace, Maya’s journey offers readers of all ages a thoroughly contemporary example of kindness and 
self-confidence, along with a better understanding of what it means to be popular. 
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Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell (2011) 
Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most 
successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful 
people are like, and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic 
experiences of their upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, 
why Asians are good at math, and what made the Beatles the greatest rock band. 
  
Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking by Susan Cain (2013) 
At least one-third of the people we know are introverts. They are the ones who prefer listening to speaking, reading to partying; who 
innovate and create but dislike self-promotion; who favor working on their own over brainstorming in teams. Although they are often 
labeled "quiet," it is to introverts that we owe many of the great contributions to society--from van Gogh’s sunflowers to the invention of 
the personal computer. This book shows how dramatically our culture has come to misunderstand and undervalue introverts, and gives 
introverts the tools to better understand themselves and take full advantage of their strengths. 
  
March: Book One by John Lewis (2013) 
Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key figures of the civil rights movement. His commitment to justice and 
nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 
March on Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving the Medal of Freedom from the first 
African-American president. Now, to share his remarkable story with new generations, Lewis presents March, a graphic novel trilogy, in 
collaboration with co-writer Andrew Aydin and New York Times best-selling artist Nate Powell. March is a vivid first-hand account of 
John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim 
Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.  
 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater (2017) 
One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One moment that changes both of their lives forever. 
If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were high school students from Oakland, California, one of the 
most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and attended 
a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths 
overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely 
burned, and Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case garnered international attention, thrusting both 
teenagers into the spotlight. 
 
The Teenage Brain: A Neuroscientist’s Survival Guide to Raising Adolescents and Young Adults by Frances E. Jensen (2014) 
An internationally respected neurologist offers a revolutionary look at the brains of adolescents, providing surprising insights--including 
why smart kids often do stupid things--and practical advice for adults and teens. 
In this groundbreaking, accessible book, Dr. Frances E. Jensen, a mother, teacher, researcher, and internationally known expert in 
neurology, introduces us to the mystery and magic of the teen brain. The Teenage Brain presents new findings, dispels widespread 
myths, and provides practical suggestions for negotiating this difficult and dynamic life stage for both adults and adolescents. 
Interweaving easy-to-follow scientific data with anecdotes drawn from her experiences as a parent, clinician, and public speaker, Dr. 
Jensen explores adolescent brain functioning and development, including learning and memory, and investigates the impact of 
influences such as drugs, multitasking, sleep, and stress.  
Book overviews are adapted from Amazon.com 


